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 Metal detectorist found a huge hoard 
of Roman treasure in Germany — and 
kept it hidden for 8 years 

A man found a Roman-era hoard in Germany 
dating to around 2,000 years ago, but  

A man in Germany has discovered a Roman-
era hoard with hundreds of silver coins, a gold 
ring, one gold coin and several silver bars — 
but he didn't do it legally and it took eight years 
before he told authorities about it. 

The man initially found the 2,000-year-old 
hoard with a metal detector in 2017 near the 
village of Borsum in the Hildesheim district of 
Lower Saxony, northwest Germany. However, 
he didn't have a permit to unearth artifacts, and 
he didn't report the finding at the time. Instead, 
he waited until April this year to tell the police 
and the city of Hildesheim's monument 
protection authorities, according to a 
translated statement. 

Upon learning of the hoard, officials from the 
Lower Saxony State Office for Monument 
Preservation went to the spot where the man 
unearthed the treasure, to see if he had missed 
any artifacts and determine if they could learn 
anything about how the hoard had been buried 
around two millennia ago. 

In early October, government officials did a 
more comprehensive archaeological 
investigation of the area and found several 
more coins, bringing the silver coin total to 450 
making it one of the largest hoards of Roman 
coins ever found in Lower Saxony, the 
statement reported. 

The coins date to the early Roman Imperial 
period, after the Roman Republic had 
collapsed and emperors began ruling 
the empire. The Imperial period witnessed 
coexistence but also opposition between the 
Romans and Germanic tribes beyond the 
frontier, according to the statement.  

Since turning in the treasure, the now 31-year-
old man who found the hoard has participated 
in a government-run metal detector course. 
The Hildesheim public prosecutor's office also 
dropped an investigation into his case because 
the statute of limitations had expired. In Lower 
Saxony, metal detectorists looking for artifacts 
need a permit to ensure they properly find and 
report discoveries in a way that won't disturb 
archaeological deposits or sites. 

 

 
 



April finds of the month table. 

  

  

 

 



April Finds Competition  

April Coins 

 

Jewelry 

 

Relics 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

Tokens/Buttons 

 
1st Sayre, Terry 5 Herndon, Gerald 5 Herndon, Gerald 5 Hunt, Bob 5 Lewis, Tyler 5 

2nd Lewis, Tyler 4 Jacobs, Rick 4 Hunt, Bob 4 Jacobs, Rick 4 Jacobs, Rick 4 

3rd Simmons, Dale 3 Berkley, Adam 3 Combs, Pete 3 Terwilliger, Ray 4 Simmons, Dale 4 

4th Terwilliger, Ray 3 Lewis, Tyler 3 Terwilliger, Ray 3 Combs, Pete 3 Combs, Pete 3 

5th Combs, Pete 1 Sayre, Terry 3 Jacobs, Rick 1 Simmons, Dale 3 

  
2026 Finds Competition Standings 

Category and Overall Best Hunter 

Coins 

 

Jewelry 

 

Relics 

 

Misc 

 
Filippi, Jim 14 Simmons, Dale 16 Terwilliger, Ray 15 Terwilliger, Ray 15 

Terwilliger, Ray 12 Terwilliger, Ray 14 Combs, Pete 14 Simmons, Dale 14 

Combs, Pete 11 Sayre, Terry 12 Filippi, Jim 13 Filippi, Jim 11 

Sayre, Terry 10 Combs, Pete 6 Simmons, Dale 9 Combs, Pete 10 

Simmons, Dale 9 Filippi, Jim 6 Bonella, Karianne 7 Herzog, Jamie 9 

        
Tokens 

 
Youth 

 
Overall 

   
Simmons, Dale 16  0 Simmons, Dale 64 

  
Filippi, Jim 14 

 

0 Terwilliger, Ray 59 

  
Combs, Pete 8 

 
0 Filippi, Jim 58 

  
Lewis, Tyler 8 

 
0 Combs, Pete 49 

  
Mule, Philip 8 

 
0 Sayre, Terry 38 

  

    

Mule, Philip 28 

  

    

Lewis, Tyler 21 

  

    
Bonella, Karianne 19 

  

    
Herzog, Jamie 14 

  

    

Jacobs, Rick 13 

  



 


